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Purpose of the 

report: 

To update the committee on the progress with regard to the state 

of screening programmes recovery across Gloucestershire 

Background 

documents: 
None 

Summary: The COVID pandemic had a significant impact on both cancer 

screening and non-cancer screening invites with a significant 

number of patients having their screening invited delayed. Over 

the past 2 years a significant amount of work has been 

undertaken to prioritise overdue invites and ensure all 

programmes recover. 

 

This paper briefing updates the committee on the current state of 

screening recovery across Gloucestershire and the future plans 

to address screening inequalities. 

Outcomes:    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The committee to asked note the report and make comment on 

the proposed work to address inequalities.  

 
         
                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                              
 



1. Background 
 
1.1. The COVID pandemic has had a significant impact on all aspects of 

screening. Antenatal and newborn screening continued throughout the 
pandemic due to the time critical requirement for screening to take place 
during pregnancy. Cervical screening was paused for a 12 week period at the 
start of the pandemic. All other screening programmes stopped for a period 
of time in 2020 and as a result significant backlogs of patients overdue 
screening resulted. 
 

1.2. Over the past 2 years a significant amount of work has been undertaken to 
prioritise overdue invites and ensure all programmes recover. Where required 
additional funding has been provided and staff recruited to aid recovery. 

 
2. Current position 

 
2.1. All antenatal screening programmes are fully recovered. Business as usual 

governance arrangements are in place with 6 monthly programme boards 
and operational meetings in between for all providers. 
 

2.2. The bowel screening programme has recovered and is now underway to 
extend the cohort so that those aged 50-59 become eligible. 56 year olds 
were invited in 2021/22 and 58 year olds will be invited in 2022/23. 

 
2.3. There is still a backlog of women due their breast screening invite. Significant 

funding has been invested to increase capacity and support recovery with the 
Gloucestershire programme due to recover in July. 

 
2.4. Invites were delayed for a short period of time and the cervical screening 

programme soon recovered. There are current challenges are in secondary 
care due to staffing capacity. 

 
2.5. The diabetic eye and abdominal aortic aneurysm screening programme have 

recovered to the extent that everyone eligible has been invited. There 
continues to be challenges for both programmes in secondary care, 
specifically: 

 Capacity to see routine referrals in secondary care for diabetic eye 
screening. Urgent referrals continue to be prioritised. 

 Capacity to offer surgery for abdominal aortic aneurysm referrals within 
the target 8 weeks. All of those breaching the 8 weeks target are being 
investigated as incidents. 

 
3. Key considerations  
 

3.1. All screening programme have now recovered, apart from breast screening 
which is due to recover in July.  

  
3.2. Work is now underway within the screening and immunisation team, 

alongside partners to further address health inequalities in screening 
programmes. 

 
3.3. From a programme perspective the plan is to focus on cervical screening in 

2022/23 alongside the most deprived 20% communities, learning disability / 
autism and people with severe mental illness. 


